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The work of the American Bible Society ts both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible ts sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
CONDENSED ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT, 1889. 


It may be said at once that neither from the statis- 
tics of issues nor of finance is there any indication of 
a specially progressive year. But, on the other hand, 
it has not been one of serious decline. The com- 
parison with 1888 is a severe test. The ample credit 
balance of that year, the result of unexpected 
legacies, has not been repeated ; and who can desire 
that totals should be raised at the expense of life? 

Not the less will theré be hearty regret among all 
the society’s friends that the total income is lower 
than that of last year by nearly thirty-eight thousand 
pounds, and that there is an actual deficit of some 
thirteen thousand. *: 

The returns of issues show also a considerable 
decrease. There have been put into distribution dur- 
ing the year a total of nearly three million seven 
hundred thousand copies. This is about half a 
million less than in 1887. The deficit is, however, 
largely accounted for by the natural subsidence of 
the Royal Jubilee circulation, and by the gradual 
lessening of the special demand for the Penny 
Testament which continued for some time after its 
publication. The falling off in both these respects 


_ was to be expected. Otherwise the circulation com- 


pares not unfavorably with some recent years, and 


_ impressively shows the immense extent of the 


society’s work. The figures are: Total receipts, 

212,655/. 155. 7d. Issues from the Bible House: 

Bibles, 641,902 ; New Testaments, 870,146 ; Portions, 

275,033; in all, 1,787,081. Issues from abroad: Bibles, 

168,239; New Testaments, 613,536; Portions, 1,108,348 ; 

in all, 1,890,123. Total issues for the year, 3,677,204. 
FRANCE. 


‘The story of last year from France was one of 
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evident hope. There was no remarkable advance; 
but the accounts suggested steady progress toward a 
more spiritual life. M. Monod was inspired by pleas- 


_ ant hopes, and reviewed the past with something like 


triumph. This year his mood is sensibly altered. 
The circulation has lessened to the extent of twenty- 
three thousand copies ; nor can it be accounted for 
yy the indifference of the colporteurs. The usual 
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- nation has had.”’ 


and the irreconcilable enemy of the popular Bible is 
still active ; but the priest is by no means the most 
serious foe. An invisible power, threatening the 
Papal Church itself, and yet largely her own creation, 
seems to grow into huger proportions year by year. 
It is a familiar story, but not the less painful. No 
one can read the general summary without the sense 
that a cloud broods over the spiritual temper of 
France, and that a poison works in the nation’s 
blood. Next year all may be brighter—and what 
is a year in a people’s history ?—but to-day the report 
is sensibly touched with disappointment. 
SPAIN. 


South of the Pyrenees, what light there is in the 
sky seems to be slowly increasing. The description 
which is true of France will, however, practically 
apply to Spain. There is the same overshadowing 
materialism of thought—the vast majority of the 
men, and many of the women, are agnostics or spirit- 
ualists when they are not atheists; it is, as Mr. 
Jameson says, “the legitimate result of the sway of 
Romanism—the only presentation of Christianity the 
The circulation since last return, 
though slightly less, is not unsatisfactory ; and there 
is on the whole a real,if a very gradual and inter- 
rupted, progress to that age of light and truth of 
which the evangelical movement in Spain of twenty 
years ago was a somewhat impassioned dream. 

ITALY. 

The plains and the mountain valleys of Italy seem 
to be spiritually, as well as literally, in the earlier and 
larger lights of dawn. The circulation has remark- 
ably increased ; it is the highest total ever reached in 
the peninsula; but a more impressive and perhaps 
more significant fact is the appearance—to use 
Sig. Meille’s words—of “three unexpected allies to 
the Bible society.” The editor of one of the most 
widely circulated newspapers in Italy is an agnostic, 
but he has an acute perception of what will be popu- 
lar; and last year there has been issued from the 


office of the Secolo of Milan the first number of 


an illustrated People’s Bible in 1d. parts, with a 
weekly circulation of over seventeen thousand copies. 
In the same city the head of the great publishing house. } 
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of Treves is a Jew, but he also has felt the spirit of 
the new times, and his presses are busied with an 
edition of the New Testament, also in serial parts, 
resplendent with the illustrations of Doré. To com- 
plete the impressive story, one of the most prolific 
authors, and perhaps the best Greek scholar in Italy, 
Sig. Bonghi, has begun to publish in Rome a Life of 
Jesus, and the book is practically a literal translation 
of the Gospels, ably and sympathetically edited. 
Sig. Meille adds a significant sentence: ‘‘ These three 
publications have been the great literary events of 
the year. No work of any special importance has 
appeared to compete with them in the attention of 
the people. It is as if Providence had silenced every 
other voice in order that the Scriptures alone might 
be listened to; and of 1888, more than of any preced- 
ing year, may it be said with perfect accuracy that it 
has seen the largest diffusion of Scriptures that was 
ever made in Italy.’’ 


SWITZERLAND. 

Switzerland, though still drawing her supplies 
from the stores of the parent society, is actively pur- 
suing the work of supplying her children, among 
their romantic mountains or by their inland seas, 
with the word of life. Holland, and perhaps Den- 
mark, are gradually preparing for the noble position 
of self-supply. ; 

GERMANY, 

The central fact of the year in Germany is the de- 
veloping work of the native societies. The circula- 
tion of the British and Foreign Society is, according 
to its policy, gradually lessening, and ten thousand 
copies fewer were circulated last year than in 1887. 
But the German issues have risen by eighteen thou- 
sand, and there are many evidences of growing ac- 
tivity. 

AUSTRIA, 

Austria-Hungary is in itself a group of nations. 
‘The Bible society’s work in this agency alone is a 
miniature of its work throughout the world. There 
is the same appeal to many nationalities, the same 
polyglot issue, and almost every friendly or hostile 
power which is elsewhere encountered from east to 
west is represented within this varied empire. No- 
where is there a more interesting field; unhappily 
much of the interest is painful, and directly suggested 
by the past. Never before, excepting in the year of 
the Vienna Exhibition, and scarcely even then, has 
there been so large a circulation in Austria-Hungary 
as during 1888. It almost touches two hundred thou- 
sand, and is nineteen thousand beyond the number 
of 1887, 

TURKEY. 


In this rapid review the Turkish and the Egyptian 
agencies may be considered together, for, though it 
is a wide interval from Constantinople to Alexandria, 
both are centres of Turkish rule, and at the same 
time of the faith of Islam. Greece and the Greek 
Church form an exception, but it is the only con- 
siderable one; all else from.the Roumelian frontier 
across Asia Minor to the utmost range of Arabia and 
of Egypt is under the crescent of Mohammed. It 
need hardly be said that not only political, but to a 
large extent Christian, interests are deeply engaged 
on those border-lands between east and west. Here 
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the powers of disintegration are working rapidly on 
the old, and a new future is shaping itself from the 
chaos of departing monarchies. In spite of all the 
difficulties not a little has been done; the circulation 
has increased, and the year has been one of steady 
and encouraging work. “It is my growing convic- 
tion,” says Dr. Thompson, “that the truth is taking 
hold of the members of the Greek Church in a man- 
ner -unprecedented for many centuries.”” This is 
immensely important. Nor is there a less remark- 
able statement from Mr. Weakley, who is referring 
specially to the Mohammedan populations, and who 
also reports favorably of his work: “In the estima- 
tion of faith it is no light matter that some copies at 
least of the books which contain in the language of 
the people the divine message of love and life to 
sinful men have been placed already in nearly every 
part of the district. Men of South Arabia have taken 
them to their homes in Hadramoot and Yemen. 
Merchants have carried them across the Gulf of 
Aden to the African coast and up to Harrar. Thou- 
sands have passed into the hands of men dwelling in 
the great cities of Egypt. With much difficulty and 
seeming defeat in places, the Moslem villages in 
Palestine and Syria have had here and there a copy 
of God’s word left in them. Among the lawless 
dwellers in the mountains of Moab the heavenly pre- 
cepts are daily read ; and among the people of the 
ancient churches everywhere the long-neglected 
oracles of God are gradually once more being re- 
ceived and studied.” 
RUSSIA. 

The history of Bible work in Russia concerns both 
east and west, and is one of the chapters of the 
history of humanity. The report of the year, both 
from the northern and the southern agencies, has 
a great deal to encourage; in some instances it is 
strikingly favorable. Mr. Nicolson, whose territory 
stretches absolutely from the Baltic to the shores 
which look across the icy seas to America, cannot 
announce a rising circulation; but one of the reasons 
for its decline is itself a hopeful and suggestive fact— 
it is that the British Society has distributed fewer 
copies because the Russian Bible Society is increas- 
ingly endeavoring to provide and distribute its own. 
The narrative which follows, and which touches with 
its human and endlessly varied detail the successive 
provinces from Lithuania to Eastern Siberia, is ab- 
sorbingly interesting, and there is not a page on 
which light does not shine. Nor is there any lessen- 
ing of interest, nor any less pleasant light on the 
records of the southern agency, In this quarter the 
circulation has swiftly increased; it is the highest 
ever realized ; in some districts, to use Mr. Morrison’s 
words, it has “enormously increased,” “notably ad- 
vanced,” ‘‘ proceeded by leaps and bounds.’’ These 


references are to Cis-Caucasia and the Don Cossack | 


country, to Kharkoff, and to “the Russian Jerusalem,” 
Kieff. This broadening tide of scriptural literature 
is seen better when the eye looks back half a dozen 
years. In 1882 the total circulation in the agency 
was eighty-two thousand ; it isnow a hundred and 
seventy-two thousand. Then we heard little of Trans- 
Caucasia and Turkestan; but since 1882 the Bible 
pioneers have pushed forward their frontier six hun- 
dred miles, and annexed provinces which were then 
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a lerra incognita. There is substantial reason for 
taking a very favorable view of the prospects of 
Bible knowledge throughout the Russian possessions. 
Everywhere the soldier is the colporteur’s friend ; the 
authorities are frank and generally friendly; the 
church is becoming an independent source of supply. 
Let us hope well and, if possible, work more de- 
votedly for the people with whom so much of the 
world’s future will in all probability rest, 


CHINA, 
The report of Bible work in China for 1888 indi- 


cates a considerable advance of circulation in the 


northern and about equal decline in the central 
agency. The reason of the lower numbers is, how- 
ever, not from any lessened interest among the peo- 
ple, but solely from the less effective state of the 
colportage force. The surveys of the Chinese prov- 
inces breathe everywhere a spirit of healthy energy: 
the press is active, the colporteurs are devoted, but 
the tragedies of pestilence and of famine—the legacy 
of the overflow of the Yellow River—darken every 
page. 
JAPAN. 

The circulation in Japan is one of the pleasant 
cases of swift progress; the increase has been over 
a hundred per cent.—thirty-seven thousand instead 
of the sixteen thousand of 1887. Yet this also was a 
remarkable advance on that of the year preceding. 
The journals of some of the forty-eight Japanese col- 
porteurs read like a new chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles; the dew of youth is on the ardor of their 
primitive and tender piety. 

INDIA. 

There is a peculiar quality in each of the Indian 
reports. It is the quietness of confidence which 
every summary breathes, the sense of the resistless 
progress made in stillness and calm by the rising 
‘tides of Christian thought, the assurance that, whether 
distant or near, the possession of India by Christ is 
merely a matter of time. The same calm of con- 
scious victory is felt in noting remarkable advance— 
the circulation both in Calcutta and in the Madras 
Presidency is the largest ever yet known—but there 
is no feverish delight expressed ; it is-only what is 
taking place a little earlier or a little later, but which 
has long been foreseen. The same spirit seems not 
unknown among the natives, and, if many oppose 


Christianity with the instinct of alarm, a much larger 


number regard its advance with philosophic indiffer- 
ence, and admire the clearer truth which is dispersing 
the earlier shadows of the mind and which is destined 
to conquer because it deserves. Everywhere the 
record of the year seems favorable; the river of Chris- 
tian literature broadens as it flows onward; the 


higher education is steadily undermining the popular 


theologies and preparing for that “knowledge of 


Jesus which is the most excellent of the sciences ;” 
the distribution of Scriptures among the students is 


continuing with excellent results; and the work in 


‘the Zenanas is universally spoken of as of immense 


- value and importance. 


é 


MALAYSIA. 


‘The report from Malaysia is one of most stimulat-. 
ing progress. The circulation has leaped rather than | 


moved from nineteen to thirty-seven thousand copies, 


a. 


pierce the conscience. 


these figures, Dr, Gulick remarks: 
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an increase of seventy per cent. In this advancing 
circulation some thirty-two languages are represented, 
and not less than forty-four editions ; but the leading 
tongues are Chinese, Malay, Tamil, Javanese, and 
English. The total circulation since 1882 has been 
about a hundred and fifty thousand ; but, when one 
recollects that the population of this island-world is 
thirty-five millions, the true comparison will instantly 
be drawn, and it will be felt that all the successes of 
the past shrink before the immense task which yet 
remains to be done. 

Only one other, and that the slightest, reference 
can, in this rapid survey, be made. 


BRITISH COLONIES, 

It is to the colonies of our own people—to Austral- 
asia, to South Africa, to British America, to the West 
Indies ; and to these not as the haunts of a vanishing 
or a lingering heathenism, but as the homes of “‘that 
new world which is the old,” the almost measureless 
spaces for the possession and the upbuilding of the 
Anglo-Saxon races of the future. It is to that 
“Greater Britain’ the eye turns at the last, before it 
rests again upon the shores from which this journey 
of the mind began. 

The last words of this record must now be written ; 
they are the most difficult justly to write or hear, for, 
if true, those only they must be which interpret the 
spiritual voice of the year and express its divine 
message. That voice we cannot catch except in the 
silence from our own thoughts and our passions, nor 
obey except in the submission of our will. Yet 
surely it is no muffled message; it is no obscure 
oracle. Are not its words to us that all divine work 
is completed but in the slow lapse of time and with 
infinite sacrifice ; that they serve God best who love 
him most, and who cease most from their own 
wisdom ; that it is for us to be obedient, to be patient, 
and to be assured of the end? 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Cu1nA.—The Rev. W. O, Willets, of the Methodist 
Mission in Peking, writes as follows: 

We all believe in the work of the American Bible 
Society. For myself, I take more pleasure in seeing 
a copy of a portion of the Bible go into the hands 
of the heathen than the best written tract. The 
sword of the Spirit has not yet lost its power to 
Our most promising field 
to-day is the one where we have most diligently sold 
books, and we never sell tracts without also dispos- 
ing of copies of the Scriptures. I consider it a most 
hopeful sign that the sales of the complete New 
Testament are so many. 

CuInA.—In 1876 it was roughly estimated that up — 
to that time the American Bible Society had put into 
circulation in China 225,000,000 pages of Scriptures. 
Since then, during the Agency of Dr. Gulick, the 
number of volumes circulated is about two million, 
or fully 225,000,000 pages more. In communicating 


From year to year our Bible work is carried on 
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without any very striking incidents or marvellous 
results. We are, however, satisfied that the distribu- 
tion of such a large number of Scriptures, mainly by 
sale (which insures them from wanton destruction), 
together with the accompanying life and words of 
the many colporteurs, must be having a potent influ- 
ence toward filling the country with a knowledge of 
Christianity. 

AustriA.—A colporteur in Austria says : 

Coming recently for the second time to a woman 
who had bought a Bible of me, I was greeted with 
scolding tones: “ See here’; that is an heretical book 
that you sold me. The priest says so; you must take 
it back.” ‘‘From what book does your priest read 
on Sunday?” Iasked. “From an evangelium book,” 
she answered; ‘“‘here is a copy.” ‘‘ Very well,” I 
said ; “let us compare them.”’ After a little while I 
said: “Don’t you see that the Bible has all the 
Scripture that there is in this book, and much more ? 
‘Yours is but a book of extracts.” She was satisfied, 
and did not repeat her request that I would take 
back the Bible. 


JAPAN. 


Some years ago a Japanese girl named Yamanouchi 
Shoka came from the village of Minabe, in the prov- 
ince of Kusiu, to attend a mission school in Yoko- 
hama. She was an unusually bright and intelligent 
girl, and was quite famous in that part of the country 
on account of her superior scholarship. On her 
return to her home at Minabe, a Buddhist priest 
named Shiba Kuniyo was very much troubled on 
account of the change in her religious views, and set 
himself to convince her that Christianity was false. 
For this purpose he took up the Ten Commandments 
in detail, and endeavored to show her that they were 
wrong, and ought not to be obeyed by men. Then 
he repeated a mass of old infidel arguments that had 
been imported from other lands and translated, in 
order to prevent the growth of the Christian faith in 
Japan. What he wrote expressly to convince this 
girl that she was wrong would make quite a good- 
sized volume. But she was so well instructed: that 
none of his arguments had any effect, while he him- 
self was astonished to find how well the girl could 
answer all his arguments, and how happy she was 
made by her faith. Another result was that she 
remained stronger than ever in her belief, and he 
was the one whose faith was shaken. __ 

At least he was not satisfied with what he then 
knew about Christianity, and so he went to Rev. 
J. B. Hail, and very candidly told him that he wanted 
to know more about Christianity in order to oppose 
it. Mr, Hail replied: “We havea book, called the 
Bible, in which you will find just what we teach and 
believe. This is the foundation of our whole system, 
and I would recommend you to procure a copy and 
examine it for yourself.” 

This was in 1883, and, as the Japanese translation 
of the Scriptures was not then complete, he pur- 
chased a Chinese Bible and began to study it very 
carefully, sometimes going to the Christian service 
in order to learn more of this religion which he 
hoped to overthrow. In the course of time the care- 
ful study of the Bible convinced him of his errors, 
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and he went to an uncle, who was an elder in the 
Christian church at Tanabe, and told him of the 
change that had taken place in his belief, and his 
desire to give up the priesthood. But as he saw no 
way to obtain a living, and many other difficulties 
were in the way, he put it off for a time. But his 
conscience would give him no rest, and in the month 
of February last he sold off his household goods, 
renounced his former belief, and removed with his 
wife to Tokio. He has there opened a store for the 
sale of Japanese pictures and Bibles, and on the 17th 
of March both he and his wife made a public pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ, and were baptized by 
the Rev. Mr. Hail. 

Yamanouchi Shoka is now the wife of Rev. Mr. 
Uyemura, who is one of the best Christian scholars 
in Japan and pastor of a church in Tokio. 

H. Loomis. 


> 


BULGARIA. 


SAMOKOVE, April 30, 1889. 

I came up into Bulgaria Jast week, to be present 
at the meeting of the Bulgarian Evangelical Society, 
at Sophia. This meeting began on Thursday, the — 
25th, and continued until Monday morning. During 
the first two days of the session, interesting addresses 
were made on subjects of vital importance by speak- 
ers previously appointed. These addresses were 
followed by discussions open to all. On Friday the 
subject was ‘‘Skepticism and the Bible.” Able - 
addresses were made by Mr. A. S. Ysanoff (the 
president of the society and an instructor in the 
theological seminary at Samokove), and by Rev. Dr. 
Haskell, of Samokove. In the discussion that fol- 
lowed, a young infidel spoke, criticising the views 
presented. While thankful that the American mis- 
sionaries had done so much to free his people from 
bigotry and superstition, he regretted that they were 
lending their influence to the support of an irrational 
faith among his people. The remarks of the young 
rationalist called out a reply of great earnestness and 
power from Mr. Ysanoff, who in former years passed 
through the struggle with skepticism and was nearly 
overwhelmed, but by God’s grace was finally guided 
to the light. His reply was greeted with great en- 
thusiasm by the large congregation, and infidelity 
retreated from that meeting. 

At a special service on Sunday reports were pre- | 
sented from different parts of the field. Among 
these were reports from three Bible colporteurs : one 
working, in the Samokove field, another in the 
Barnsko field and Southern Macedonia, and a third 
in the Sophia district. They all seem like worthy | 
and earnest men—feeling the responsibility resting 
on them, and the importance of scattering the Bible 
everywhere as the great evangelistic agency. I was 
glad to meet these men, and especially tebe able to 
converse with them, as they all had some knowledge © 
of Turkish. 

Though unable to understand the Bulgarian, which © 
was the language of the meetings, I could, with the 
assistance of the missionaries, follow the speakers to — 


some extent, and catch quite well the general drift — 


of the discussions. The outlook for evangelistic 
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_ The spirit displayed at this meeting is prophetic of 
“00d things in the future. We have reason to feel 
agrateful for the deep and hearty interest manifested 
tby the society for the distribution of the Scriptures. 
IThey hope that the same aid hitherto granted to 
tthem will be continued. I deem these earnest and 
eenergetic brethren worthy of our confidence and 
ssupport. 

The visit has been encouraging to me, and I am 
ssure will prove helpful in future planning for the work. 

Yours very sincerely, M. BoweEn. 


TURKEY. 

Nine-tenths of the Americans in Turkey are con- 
rmected with the seven American societies which 
(carry on benevolent work in this empire. Probably 
eabout the same proportion of the whole amount of 
American capital invested in Turkey is represented 
by the educational, publishing, and other enterprises 
(of these societies. American citizens do not forfeit 
i their right to the ordinary protection of their govern- 
iment by reason of becoming missionaries. Conse- 
quently, the United States Minister to Turkey always 
| has to suffer his time to be occupied in some degree 
| by questions arising out of the presence in this 
‘country of this great missionary interest, which the 
' Turkish government has allowed to grow up during 

the last sixty years, and which now, suspecting that 
American missions are too stimulating to intellectual 
life for the best good of the masses, it wishes to limit 
or exclude. 

At this particular juncture the policy of the Turkish 
government is in transition from careless toleration 
to watchful restriction of missionary operations. The 
sense of this newly developing policy has led to 
arbitrary acts on the part of over-zealous Turkish 
oticials, and to reclamations from the missionaries. 
It was in the midst of the annoying questions arising 
out of this state of affairs that Mr. Straus came to 
Constantinople two years ago. He soon let it be 
seen by the Turks that he could be relied on to check 
Americans who disregarded the laws or the pro- 
prieties, and by the American missionaries that he 
would afford them the protection that any American 
citizens might claim so long as they kept within their 
legal rights. The Turks appreciated his frank hon- 
esty, while the Americans noted with pleasure his 
patient study of the merits of the most vexed ques- 
tions. The missionaries had complaints to make of 
money losses in their book trade arising from fre- 
quent refusals of officials in the interior to recognize 
the authorization given to books by the censorship 
at Constantinople. This difficulty has been removed, 
and books published with the authorization of the 
government at Constantinople are now no longer 
subject to seizure in the interior. The book agents 
of the Mission were often arrested and imprisoned 
because the law made no provision for licensing 
them, while the police are under orders to arrest all 
who have no licenses. Tact and argument on the 
part of the Minister put an end to this class of com- 
plaints by securing a regulation by which licenses are 
‘issued to the Mission book agents. The American 
Bible Society had been at great expense in prepar- 

1g and printing the Bible in Turkish, relying on a 


‘ 


government authorization of some years ago. But 
the censorship condemned the book as “ injurious,”’ 
and the whole investment of the Society was appar- 
ently lost, through the categorical refusal of the 
censorship to respect its own former permission, 
After a deal of patient effort, during the course of 
which one of the highest officers of the government 
undertook to read the Bible through for his own 
information, Mr. Straus succeeded in bringing the 
members of the Turkish government to see for them- 
selves the narrowness involved ina declaration that 
the Bible of Christendom is “injurious.” So the 
permit for the new edition of the Bible in Turkish 
was issued.—Constantinople Correspondent of the 
New York Daily Tribune. 


= 


A LABORER FALLEN, 


Among the important agencies for introducing the 
gospel among the benighted nations the American 
Bible Society stands prominent. In thinking of this 
Society and its work we are wont to bring to mind 
its central organization at New York, the great Bible 
House erected there for its use, the meetings, publica- 
tions, and officers connected with that centre. Orif we 
extend our thought more widely we include the work 
done at important secondary centres like Constanti- 
nople, by the Superintendents of those Agencies, and 
the eminent men engaged in translating the Book of 
books into the languages of the earth. But the 
omniscient Eye takes into account many other 
humble yet not unimportant agencies and laborers 
which help to spread the influence of this Society 
over all the face of the earth. 

One is mightily impressed when he visits the 
central office of the telephone in a great city, and 
sees the hundreds of wires converging there and 
the busy workers who manipulate them. But to 
understand the real use and working of the system 
he needs to remember that these wires extend their 
Briarean arms to the many homes and stores and 
shops of the city, or to neighboring cities and 
villages. The real work is accomplished in these 
quiet corners; the central office is only to bind them 
together and render them effective. So this great 
Society stretches its arms into hundreds and _thou- 
sands of. cities and villages, among all the nations of 


the earth, and has its humble workers—unknown to 


fame, but not unnoted by the allseeing One—laboring 
amid trials and self-denials, amid obloquy and perse- 
cution, to introduce into humble homes the leaves of 
the tree of life, which shall be for the healing of the 
nations. One who would adequately estimate the 


-work of the Society needs not merely to watch the 


laboring presses and earnest workers at the central | 
office, but to note the unrecorded labors of those 

humble workmen who man the outposts. One of 

these has just fallen with his armor on, and_been: 
transferred from the band of earthly warriors to 

that of heavenly conquerors—has laid down the cross” 
to take the crown. 

Some twenty years ago, among the companies of 
laborers flocking to Constantinople from the prov- 
inces for work, might have been seen a young man 
named Vartan, from a village near Van, on the 
eastern frontier of the sultan’s dominions, There 
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was nothing in dress or manner to distinguish him 
from the mass of ignorant peasants with whom he 
travelled. He found work as a servant in the 
family of a well-to-do artisan. A young man named 
Jerahean (son of light), a Protestant, but now in 
trouble through family difficulties, came to the house 
as private tutor. In order to retain this place in a 
non-Protestant family he partially hid his light under 
a bushel, and did not openly attend Protestant 
service; but he used sometimes to go to the kitchen 
where Vartan was at work, and talk with him on 
religious subjects. Vartan at first sought to drive 
him off, but he pleasantly persisted, and occasionally 
led him to the Protestant chapel and interested him 
in the Bible. This interest grew upon him, and did 
not cease when, a few years later, he returned to his 
village. He took his Bible with him, and sometimes 
read it to the villagers. But as yet his interest was 
more of the intellect than of the heart. But he soon 
began to meet the booksellers, who circulated among 
the villages of this field and taught him the way of 
God more perfectly; the truth began to get hold 
of his heart as well, and he was led to take so 
decided a stand as to awaken a storm of persecution, 
from which he fled to the city. Here he was brought 
in contact with the missionary, and after a little was 
himself employed in colporteur work. Since 1881 he 
has been constantly so employed. 

Colporteur work in this field is by no means a 
sinecure. The character of the villages is very low, 
even for Turkey. The severity of the winter climate 
has not been modified since Xenophon, with his 
retreating 0,000, passed through the region and 
reported the people to be living in burrows in the 
earth; and many of the village houses at the present 
day are hardly worthy of a better name. The only 
guest-room the villages afford is a corner of a stable, 
and this was very grudgingly granted, if at all, to the 
despised Protestants during their earlier trips. They 
made their journeys on foot, with their stock of books 
swung over their shoulders, and were subjected to 
no small danger from the inclemency of the weather, 
the badness of the roads, and the attacks of robbers. 
Once, when ‘travelling with a large caravan, they were 
set upon by robbers and stripped of most of their 
clothing, but the robbers did not deem their books 
worth taking. In addition to all these difficulties, 
there is often the hardship that comes from being 
looked down upon and laughed at, and perhaps more 
actively persecuted by the very people whom they 
are trying to raise out of their pitiable degradation 
and lead up to a better life. 

This good brother has spent seven or eight years 
of his life in this hard, thankless labor. Little by 
little, patient endurance of injuries, persistent and 
kindly effort to persuade men, combined with prayer 
for the divine blessing, make an impression even on 
unhopeful material. Now, in nearly every village, 
some have been so far won as to be willing to receive 
the booksellers. Some copies of God’s word and 


Volume 34. 


brother used faithfully the opportunities committed 
to him, and it was evident to all that he at least 
was growing in grace. Though humble and illiter- 
ate, he has been for some years esteemed one of 
the most earnest and valuable members of the 
church ; the one to be looked to for help, if brethren 
had fallen out by the way ; the one to encourage the 
weak and admonish the erring, 

But these years of hardship could not fail to tell 
on the fleshly tabernacle, and for the last year the 
hard work has been carried on amid much of physical 
weakness, uncomplainingly borne. He worked on to 
within a week of his death, when he was attacked with 
pneumonia, which previous severe attacks of malarial 
fever rendered him less able to resist, and when, six 
days later, the second Jung was involved by the 
disease, it became evident that he would not be able 
to hold out long. He was conscious of his condition, 
and expressed an entire trust in his Saviour and con- 
fidence that all would be well beyond the grave 
that were very gratifying to surviving friends. This 
dying testimony was well calculated to honor the 
Saviour he had faithfully served in life. His funéral 
services were held in the chapel in place of the usual 
Sabbath preaching service, and the attendance was 
large, crowding the house to its utmost capacity. 

And so another of the Lord’s faithful but hidden 


workers has died in harness and gone to his reward, 


and we look to see who is to take up the weapons he 
has laid down and carry on the conflict. His oldest 
son, a graduate of our high school, has been for several 
months. associated with his father in this work, and 
we hope will continue in the same self-denying calling, 
if a suitable associate can be found. 


Geo, C. RAYNOLDs. 
VAN, March 23d, 1889. 


THE GILBERT ISLAND SCRIPTURES. 


The Rev. Hiram Bingham contributes to a new 
volume, entitled “The Bible in the Pacific,’’ some 
reminiscences of the earlier attempts to give the 
printed Scriptures to the Gilbert~Islanders, sub- 
stantially as follows : ; 

About the year 1864, or five years after the com- 
mencement of the Mission, a copy of the Gospel 
of Matthew and a small hymn-book were sent to 
Honolulu to be printed. Thirteen months after, the 
Morning Star returned, bringing an edition of the 
hymn-book but no printed copy of Matthew. The 
first eleven chapters of Matthew to the thirtieth verse 
of the twelfth chapter had been printed some time 
before at Honolulu, and were now in the hands of 
the people, and they had been fully expecting to 
have the entire Gospel. But there was something to 
compensate in a measure for the disappointment in 
not receiving the complete Gospel by the Morning 
Star. She had brought a printing-press, and the mis- 
sionary and his friends consoled themselves with the 2 
thought that they could now print the book for them- 


other religious books have been introduced into 
nearly every village where there are readers, and a 
few individuals have hopefully accepted the truth in 
the love of it. “ 
This is pioneer work, sowing and not reaping, 
hence especially trying to faith and patience. Our 


selves. But they came very near having their joy 
turned into sorrow. 

When the case which was supposed to contain the - 
press was landed and opened, there was found a 
small box of types, cases, and other things used in 
printing, but no press! Oh, what a disappointment! ; 
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The captain was sure that all had been landed, but 
_Mr. Bingham could not rest till he had gone on 
board and inquired of the mate. He, however, 
repeated the assurance given by the captain that 
nothing remained in the ship. “As I paddled home 
that evening,’ says the disappointed missionary, 
““my heart was doubly heavy from this second dis- 
appointment.” 

The next morning the captain came on shore and 
informed Mr. Bingham that another search was to be 
made, and that in case it should prove successful the 
Stars and Stripes should be hoisted. ‘‘ How great 
was our joy,’ says Mr. Bingham, ‘‘on leaving the 
schoolhouse to see the old flag at the masthead.” 

But their difficulties were not yet atan end. They 
had a press indeed, with types and other necessaries 
for printing, but there was no printer. This difficulty 
does not seem to have occurred to Mr. Bingham, till 
he was brought face to face with it. A book had 
been sent telling him how to proceed, but to learn 
the art of printing in that fashion would have been a 
tedious and difficult undertaking, and months must 
have passed before any practical result could have 
been reached. The difficulty was met in a way 
which filled the hearts of the missionary and his 


people with wonder, and their lips with praise. Two - 


days after the Morning Star left, a boat arrived 
which belonged to a vessel that had been wrecked 
in some part of the ocean many hundred miles 
from Apiang. The shipwrecked party tried to find 
a small guano island, which they supposed to be 
about forty miles from where they were wrecked. In 
this they were unsuccessful, and-after being ten days 
upon the ocean in the boat, and voyaging some six 
hundred miles, they reached the island of Maiana. 
There they rested one night only, starting on the 
following morning for Apiang, in the hope of find- 
ing the Morning Star, and obtaining a passage in her 
to Honolulu. A. head-wind and adverse currents 
compelled them to return to Maiana, where they 
were detained five days. On the sixth day they 
again started for Apiang, which they now succeeded 
in reaching, but to their sore disappointment the 
Morning Star had gone. But in their detention 
and disappointment there was doubtless an over- 
ruling hand, for in consequence of that a printer 
was supplied for the Gilbert Islands’ Mission. One 
of the shipwrecked party was a printer, and he was 
willing to leave the sea and settle down to his old 
employment, an opportunity of so doing being so 
remarkably put in his way. Says Mr. Bingham, “We 
love to think that God sent that kind printer to us 
over the wide ocean to help us in giving the word 
of life to the poor Gilbert Islanders.” 

The printer, Mr. Hotchkiss, soon got the press in 
working order, and in a few weeks the Gospel of 
Matthew was in the hands of the people. Several 
other books followed, among which were the Gospel 
of John and the Epistle to the Ephesians, but as the 
supply of printing paper was exhausted only a few 
copies of these were printed, on note paper. 


A GOOD BOOK. 


A Chinese merchant came into the American Bap- 
tist Mission Chapel in Shanghai, and, after talking 
with him for a short time, Dr. Yates sold him a copy 
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of the New Testament. He took it home, three 
hundred miles away, and after about three months 
appeared again in the chapel. He came back to say 
that he was under the impression that the book was 
not complete; that surely it must have other parts ; 
and so he came to get the Old Testament, as he read 
and studied the New. What had he done with the 
New Testament? He had taken it to his home and 
shown it to the schoolmaster and the reading peo- 
ple. They said: “ This is a good book. Confucius 
himself must have had something to do with it.’ As 
there was only one copy, they unstitched this one, 
and took it leaf by leaf; and all those who could 
write took a leaf home. They made twelve or fifteen 
complete copies of the New Testament, and intro- 
duced it into their schools, without any “ conscience 
clause.”’ It was introduced as a class-book, through- 
out that district, for heathen schools.—7he Baptist 
Missionary Magazine. 


THE VOICE INTERPRETING THE BOOK. 

Among the earliest editions of the Japanese Scrip- 
tures printed by the American Bible Society was an 
edition of the Gospel by John in Roman type, and 
one reason for issuing it was to enable missionaries 
who were not far advanced in their studies of the 
language to read the word of God to natives in 
whose hands the book alone would be useless. The 
case is of frequent occurrence that ‘‘the book is 
delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read 
this, I pray thee; and he saith, I am not learned.” 
Various schemes have been proposed for recording the 
elements of speech, so that any one may reproduce 
them. The Roman alphabet, which is in such com- 
mon use, is one of these, and one who can read the 
book to the unlettered pagan, translating into living 
words the lines and dots which represent sounds and 
truths, may be doing a service for the Master of large 
value; and this is one way in which the printed page 
is made useful. 

The Church at Home and Abroad furnishes an apt 
illustration of this idea. A missionary who had spent 
twenty-four years in India, in narrating her early ex- 
perience, said that as soon as she was able to recog- 
nize the letters of the native alphabet she found her 
way into the school, and pointing to the letter with 
the one question she could speak— What is that ?— 
she could pass on this little knowledge to the children 
who gathered around her. A little later she was 
able to commit to memory, in the native dialect, the. 
precious gospel message: ‘God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” Day after day she sat by the side of an 
aged woman and repeated that text to her, unable to 
add a single word of explanation or comment. It 
was not long before this woman applied for admission 
to the church. On being questioned by the pastor, 
she said that she had long been taught by the mis- 
sionaries, but she had not paid much attention until 
the “Miss Sahib,’ who could not say anything else, 
came to her every day with those words, “God so 
loved the world.’ “1 thought then,” she said, “ that 
if God so loved me, I ought to love him.” _ me 

“Was it not good of our Father,’ said the mission- — 
ary, her face beaming with thankful joy, “to send me 
such a blessing as that so early in my work!” 


ioe) 
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SURE TO BE RIGHT. 


Mr. Pierson, of Pao-ting-fu, writes of a convert who 
had been a notorious gambler, but was so changed in 
his character that the people all respected him and 
acknowledged that some mighty power had changed 
him, This man, though very much interested in the 
truth, had very little power to communicate his 
thoughts to others ; his difficulty in this direction was 
such as to excite the mirth even of the boys, and the 
man himself knew his weakness. But he would not 
be dumb, if he could not speak fluently, and so he 
has the habit of carrying in his sleeve a catechism 
and a Gospel and a hymn-book, and every now and 
then he will buttonhole a man, saying: ‘‘I can’t tell 
you much of the truth, but it is real nice. Come, let 
us read this catechism.” And so he goes about 
thankful that there is given unto him the grace of 
reading the gospel.— The Missionary Herald. 


—— 


The Missionary Review concludes an article on 
the power and influence of the press in heathen 
lands with the following paragraph: 

These incidentals, however, of the main question 
should not divert our thought from the vast and 
rapidly increasing necessity which exists—that the 
Christian Church shall multiply the operations of its 
press in all foreign fields a hundred fold, and do it at 
once. The hour has struck. The procession moves, 
What we do we must do quickly. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 


ALABAMA AND FLORIDA.—The month of April has 
been a very busy one with the Superintendent. 
During the month we have visited five auxiliaries in 
the State of Florida, three in Alabama, and one 
branch in Alabama, In nearly every place we find 
the work comparatively in good, and, we think, im- 
proving condition. 

The Pensacola Bible Society made a donation to 
the Parent Society of $65 for its general work, The 
Marshall County Bible Society (Alabama) also made 
a donation to the Parent Society of $50 for its 
general work, The colportage work of-the Society 
is progressing well. Thousands of families are being 
supplied with the Scriptures that have been long 
destitute of the word of life. The work among the 
colored population of the district is encouraging. 
This class of our population is eager for the Bible. 
They read it with pleasure and Study it with great 
profit. The colored people of the South are learning 
to read with great rapidity. There is hardly a family 
now to be found without some member of it able to 
read. 


ILLINoIs.—Auxiliaries reporting in April, six, to 
wit: Elgin Bible Society, and Menard, Ogle, Pope, 
Stark, and Wabash Counties. Some of these societies 
are doing excellent work, especially Elgin Bible 
Society and Ogle and Stark Counties. The work in 
Elgin has been very thorough and satisfactory in 
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many respects: 2,370 families in the city and suburbs 
were visited; of these, 153 were found without. a 
copy of the Bible, and 85 were supplied—or one family 
in less than fifteen destitute, and over one-half of 
them supplied. This may be considered a large per- 
centage of destitution ina city with so small an amount 
of foreign element, and where the Bible cause has 
been so prominent in the history of the place. It is 
hoped that now, as the home work has been so well 
attended to, more attention will be paid to the work 
abroad. 

Ogle County auxiliary held its forty-fourth anni- 
versary at Oregon, in the Lutheran Church, on 
Thursday, May 2d, afternoon and evening. The 
occasion was one of special interest. The auxiliary, 
in addition to its home work, which has been con- 
tinuous and faithful, made a donation of $150 to 
the Parent Society for its general work. Able and 
interesting addresses were made by the president, 
Rev. T. F. Reeser, pastor of the Lutheran Church of 
Polo, and the pastors of the Congregational and 
Methodist Episcopal Churches of Byron. 


INDIANA.—Three societies, Tippecanoe, Fayette, 
and White Counties, reported in April. Two anni- 
versaries and three annual meetings were attended, 
and three other societies visited officially. In Con- 
nersville and Monticello the pastors of the three 
churches of those cities—the Presbyterian, Christian, 
and Methodist—cheerfully opened the way for our 
cause, and zealously participated in the exercises. 
The North Indiana Conterence of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, held early in the month, made a 
good report, and warmly commended the work of 
the Bible Society. In this month three auxiliaries 
made small donations, which is a good beginning for 
the year. 


Iowa.—My first Sabbath was spent in Columbus 
Junction, where the anniversary meeting of the Co- 
lumbus City auxiliary was held. The meeting was 
very large in numbers, and I am pleased to report 
that they remit a donation for the American Bible 
Society. = 

My second Sabbath was spent in Marion, Linn 


County, where a very large and satisfactory anniver- 


sary meeting was held. All the churches of the city 
united in the services, which were held in the 
Methodist Church. Your Superintendent gave the 
address, and was surrounded and supported by the 
city pastors. This society makes a donation very 
cheerfully this year to the Parent Society. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The second Sunday, 
the 14th of the month, found me in Maryville, East 
Tennessee, to hold the anniversary of the Blount 
County Bible Society, It was Bible-society day, for 
we held a union meeting in the Presbyterian Church 
at II A.M., a union service of the colored churches at 
the Colored Presbyterian Church at 3 p.m., and an 
adjourned. union service in the Presbyterian Church 
at 7.30 P.M. 

Tuesday evening, the 16th, I held the anniversary 


of the Cocke County Bible Society at Newport. The — 


town is a small one, but the church was filled with 
people and the contribution was a liberal one 
amounting to $36. x : 


The third Sunday I was in Dyersburg, in West. 


ay do 


* 
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Tennessee, to hold the anniversary of the Dyer 
County Bible Society, where we had a very’ pleasant 
and profitable meeting indeed. 

The fourth Sunday, the 28th, I was with the Graves 
County Bible Society, in Kentucky. The anniversary 
was pleasant and profitable. 

The canvass of Robertson County, Tenn., was 
finished during the month. The results of the 
month’s work are encouraging, 


LOUISIANA AND Mississippr.—The fifth Sunday in 
March was spent in Columbia, Miss., whither I went 
to attend and address an annual meeting of the Marion 
County Bible Society. The attendance was quite 
large for the place, and the meeting was very satis- 
factory in every respect. 

The first Sunday in April was spent in Hattiesburg, 
Miss., attending and addressing an annual meeting 
of the Hattiesburg Bible Society. This meeting was 
also very satisfactory. 

During the week following the first Sunday in 
April, I visited the New Orleans Presbytery and the 
Louisiana Presbytery, the first meeting in Ocean 
Springs, Miss., and the second in Baton Rouge, La. 
The members of these two bodies, and especially of 
the latter, received me most cordially, and assured 
me of their readiness to co-operate with me in the 
work of spreading the Bible. 

The second Sunday was spent in Natchitoches, La., 
preaching in the morning for the presiding elder of 
the district, and presenting the Bible cause at night. 
The congrégation at night was very large for the 
place—it being an old Catholic town—and $70 were 
subscribed to the Bible cause. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—The anniversaries 
have been of unusual interest and importance. The 
first Sunday of the month was spent at Kaukana, 
Wis., where I spoke in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the morning and addressed a union meet- 
ing in the evening. 

‘The second Sunday was spent at Oconomowoc, 
Wis. During the day I spoke in the German Metho- 
dist, English Methodist, and Congregational Churches, 
and in the evening addressed a union service of the 
several churches. The meeting was largely attended. 

The third Sunday I spent in attendance upon 
the anniversary of the Marathon County Bible So- 
ciety. The Easter services were held in the morning 
by the churches, and in the evening they united for 
their annual Bible meeting in the Presbyterian Church, 
Addresses were made by the pastor of the Presby- 
terian and Baptist Churches, and by your Superin- 
tendent. 

During the month it was my privilege to attend the 

Annual Conference of the Evangelical Association 
at Menominee Falls, Wis. Your Superintendent was 
most heartily welcomed, and after being addressed 
the conference passed flattering resolutions, indors- 
ing the work of the American Bible Society and 
pledging co-operation, 
MINNESOTA AND DaxoTa.—The Carver, Scott, 
Otter Tail, and Clay County Bible Societies in Min- 
nesota, and the Cass County Bible Society in Dakota, 
were visited during the month. 

On the first Sabbath in the month I was with the 
Carver County Bible Society. The annual meeting 
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of this society was held in the morning in the Swedish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of East Union, Minn. 
After your Superintendent presented the Bible cause, 
a contribution was made by the congregation to aid 
in this good work. In the evening I preached in the 
same church to an attentive audience. Our Swedish 
people are warm friends of the Society. 

The third Sabbath was spent in Fergus Falls, Minn., 
the centering point of the Otter Tail County Bible 
Society. The Parent Society canvassed the field of 
this society during the last year, the result of which 
shows that more than one-fifth of the families were 
without the Scriptures, and nearly all of these desti- 
tute families were supplied. 

The annual meeting of the Clay County Bible So- 
ciety, on the last Sabbath afternoon in the month, was 
held in the first Baptist Church of Moorhead, Minn. 
After the usual devotional exercises your Superin- 
tendent was called upon to address the meeting, 
The report of this society shows that the amount of 
money received from collections is greater than the 
amount received during any previous year. There 
has been an increase also in the sales of books, 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING TERRITORY. 
—The first Sunday of this month I spent at Fullerton, 
Neb. I preached in the Methodist Church in the 
morning and in the Presbyterian Church in the even- 
ing. In the afternoon we organized an auxiliary so- 
ciety for Nance County. The people seemed very 
much interested, and subscribed liberally for the new 
society. 

The Sunday following was spent with the Bible 
society of Superior, Neb. Your Superintendent 
spoke in the Presbyterian Church in the afternoon, 
and in the Methodist Church in the evening. It was 
the first anniversary of this society, and a good deal 
of interest was manifested. 

The last Sunday was spent at Nelson, in Nuckolls 
County, Neb. A new auxiliary society was organized 
at this place for the county. A very commendable 
zeal was manifested. The work has been encourag- 
ing throughout the month. I shall look to see good 
come of the two new auxiliaries. In addition to the 
work on the Sabbath days, I have been able to hold 
some week-night meetings with a good degree of 
success. 


New Yorxk.—During April I attended the annual 
sessions of Wyoming, Northern New York, and Troy 
Methodist Episcopal Conferences, held respectively 
at West Pittston, Pa., Lowville, and Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y. Iwas cordially received and invited to speak 
for our cause at each of these conferences, 

I spent the last Sabbath in April with the Chris- 
tian and Methodist Episcopal Churches at Machias, 
N. Y., where I inaugurated a voluntary canvass of the 
town for supplying Bibles. The pastors and others 
showed a lively interest in the work. Several county 
societies will commence a canvass of their fields as 
soon as suitable agents can be obtained. 


NorTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA.—The first Sabbath 
of this month was spent at Chapel Hill, N. C., the 
seat of the State University, where I re-organized the 
society of North Carolina University and set it out, 
I trust, upon a new career of activity and usefulness, 

The third Sabbath was given to Laurens County 


¢ 
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Society (S. C.), when we had a large, attentive audi- 
ence, and a lively anniversary meeting. This society 
made its venerable president, Mr. S. R. Todd, a life 
member of the American Bible Society. 

The fourth Sabbath I spent at Chester, S. C., attend- 
ing the anniversary of that society. Arrangements 
were made for canvassing the several congregations of 
the town, and it was resolved to donate to the Parent 
Society all the funds that could be raised by these 
means, as well as what was subscribed and collected 
at the annual meeting. 


Texas.—I attended during the month two meetings 
of auxiliaries, viz.: That of Callahan County at 
Baird, and of Limestone County at Mexico. These 
meetings were well attended and full of interest, and 
the collections were good. 

Johnson County auxiliary held its annual meeting 
without my presence, and sends in a good report. 
The meeting was unusually interesting. It was 
held in the court-house, because of the large room 
there. The Baptist, Congregational, Christian, Meth- 
odist, and Presbyterian Churches all united, and 
their pastors made addresses. The collection was 
liberal. 

Four presbyteries were visited and addressed, viz.: 
Austin, Dallas, and Trinity of the Presbyterian 
Church, and Red Rock Presbytery of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. The brethren of these presby- 
teries received me very cordially, and warmly com- 
mended the object and work of the American Bible 
Society. It has been a busy month, and upon the 
whole one of encouragement. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


REVERENCE FOR THE WRITTEN WORD. 


One of the just causes of the growing reverence 
for inspiration is the rapid multiplication of copies of 
the Bible. The distribution of the Bible is one of 
the great wonders of our age. The work of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society and of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society is as thorough and complete as any 
piece of machinery which the Church has ever called 
into being. By wise and yet aggressive measures 
these two institutions, though both’still young, have 
already made the Scriptures speak in between three 
_and four hundred languages and dialects, and every 
year is adding to the number. There is a wonderful 
power in just the inspired page. The Spirit goes 
with the printed word. Drop it anywhere, and it 
takes root. The new versions have not disturbed, 
but rather quickened, the general interest in the 
spread of the word. Much good is served by 
exegesis. We need to get at the bottom of the 
word, down to the very root of the original tongues. 
But there is a certain joy in taking up a volume of 
which there can be no doubt as to the divine author- 
ity. Every page is the revealed word, and has come 
down to us through innumerable channels. The men 


who died in testimony of it have gone to their long 


home. But the thing stands. The book lives. It 
carries life and light everywhere. The cases are 
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numerous where the simple reading of the page has 
led to the conversion of souls; no teacher has been 
near to explain; no preacher has been within reach. 
Yes, there has been the Teacher and the Preacher— 
the Divine Spirit has been at hand to apply what he 
had written through human instrumentality. 

The reverence for the truth of the Bible is not 
impaired by its darker passages. * Men sail over 
seas without knowing their bottom. It is the very 
depth which makes the sailing safe. What great 
servant of God has ever succeeded in clearing up all 
the obscurities? Had he been able to do it, even to 
his own mind, two things would have been proved 
—first, that his book was superficial; and, second, 
that his faith ceased to grow. We need a book that 
is unfathomable to lead us to intenser study and a 
sublimer faith. Lessing, with all his skeptical in- 
firmity, said: “If God had held in his right hand 
the Truth, and in his left the search for it, I 
would have said, ‘Give me the left.’” We need 
what fastens the mind, and draws it out and down 
into the profundities, and attracts it out toward 
the immeasurable. God has wisely and merci- 
fully given us a book for our guidance which defies 
our little fathoming line, and yet permits us to 
glide safely along its surface and reach the harbor 
in safety. The grand beauty of the Bible is that 
the more we get at its meaning the more of mean- 
ing we see which we have not reached. Yet we 
have enough to help us in our daily need, enough to 
teach others, and enough to secure salvation. What 
if a thousand questions arise which make us stand 
back in amazement? Shall our faith thereby grow 
weak? Shall we lose courage? No. Then rather 
let us take new heart at the value of the treasure we 
possess, and wait with patience, yet with constant 
study, the time when the full revelation shall come. 
The dark glass is for the present. The seeing face 
to face is the blessed thing of the future. We shall 
have our new thoughts about the Bible when we 
get into the better world. Some of these will be, 
why we did not take it more on trust; why we ever 
doubted anything; why we became over-eager to 
solve all the mysteries in a short life; and, above all, 
why we did not love it more, in storm and calm/ in 
joy and sorrow.— Christian Advocate. 


INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE IN ENGLAND 
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 


In his Life of Oliver Cromwell, Frederic Harrison, 
who writes from the standpoint of an historian and 
man of letters, rather than of a Christian disciple, 
pictures in forcible phrases the remarkable influence 
wrought by the Scriptures when they first began to 
be circulated among the English people without 
restriction and in popular editions. 
the facts afford a strong argument for giving the 
Scriptures to the nations in advance of other 
literature) : . 


Never were the thought and expression of any 


people more powerfully transformed than were the 


thought and language of England by the translation 
of the Bible. The issue of the Authorized Version, 
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and still more the multiplication of portable editions 
of the Scriptures, affected our people as hardly any 
book in the world ever affected a nation. * * * 
In the next century England had a large and rich 
printed literature. But in Cromwell’s youth the 
Catholic manuals had been thrust out, and English 
literature as yet was not, or was not yet open to the 
people. The Bible was almost the sole poetry, the 
sole morality, the sole religion familiar to all and 
accessible in print. Its mighty imagery, its majestic 
utterances as to man’s soul and God’s power, its mysti- 
cal ecstasy, its scheme of sin and death, of future life 
and judgment, of man’s vileness, and the nothingness 
of this transitory life, wrought into the core of the finest 
and deepest natures of the age: Milton and Lucy 
Hutchinson have given us a measure of this spirit in 
its beauty and harmony. Fox and Bunyan give us a 
sense of its mysticism and its passion. But no man 
in that age drank it into his whole nature with more 
intense reality than did Cromwell. * * * 

After a few generations the biblical terms. ceased 
to sound as the very words in which God had spoken, 
but grew to be mere customary phrases; they be- 
came the dialect of an order of men; they grew to 
be a fashion ; they were imitated, and soon withered 
up into a cazz, But there was a generation in which 
this phraseology was the natural speech of men, to 
whom the Bible was their sole literature, poetry, and 
religion. 


THE seventy scholars of Alexandria set the great 
example of rendering the sacred books of one race 
into the language of another, and established the 
great principle of doctrinal continuity based upon 
the oracles of God, ever re-appearing_in a new com- 
bination of sounds, syllables, and sentences. The 
light shining through a crystal appears in different 
colors, but it is the same light—Dr. R. Cust. 


At the close of the eighteenth century the mission- 
ary spirit burst into existence, re-acting upon the 
home churches; and a missionary spirit is based on 
the Bible—a Bible understood by the people; to be 
read; to be prayed over; to be thumbed by old 
folks; to be lisped by little children; to be spelt out 
by imperfectly educated men and women; to be 


read and explained in churches, chapels, and Sunday _ 


schools; to be whispered into dying ears; to be 
handed down with pencil marks and annotations from 
parents to children—Dry. Robert Cust. 


HOW CHARLEY BOUGHT A BIBLE. 
A TRUE STORY. 


Charley was the oldest in a family of five children. 
His father died in 1833, when Charley was only ten 
years old. He was poor, and had few books and no 
papers to read. The old family Bible, which had 
descended from father to son, was entirely worn out, 
and in the new country to which the family had lately 
moved no colporteur came around to bring a new 
one. 

A Sunday school was organized, and Charley be- 
came an interested member. His teacher, a good, 
intelligent man, often asked the class questions which 


- tions at Sunday school. 
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could only be answered from the Old Testament. 
One day a question of this kind came to Charley. He 
had no Bible to read, and therefore could not answer 
it. The teacher turned to him and said, “Charley, 
have you no Bible?” Deeply mortified, poor Charley 
acknowledged his lack of a Bible. He had no money, 
his friends were few, credit was out of the question— 
so how could he compass the desire of his heart and 
secure a Bible? In some manner Charley at last 
heard that poor people were furnished with Bibles at 
the bookstores. The first chance he had he went to 
the nearest town, found the bookstore—but was in- 
formed that he could not have a Bible unless he had 
the money with him to pay for it. Discouraged, 
Charley turned away from the array of different kinds 
of Bibles laid out upon the counter for his inspection; 
and with eyes full of unshed tears he went out upon 
the street and leaned against the doorway of a store 
for a few moments, trying to think if there was any 
way in the world whereby he could secure his heart’s 
desire. Unseen by Charley, one of the clerks within 
the store was watching the despondent boy. He was 
a profane, wicked young man, but knew Charley very 
well and liked him. Finally he came to the doorway 
and said: 

“What’s the matter, Charley ?” 

At first Charley would not tell, but tried to cheer up 
and look himself again. But the question was re- 
peated with an emphasis that startled the boy: 

“What is the matter, Charley? What has hap- 
pened to you that you should look so downcast? I 
am determined to know the cause of your gloom.” © 

At last Charley told him the whole story—how he 
needed a Bible and could not learn his Sunday school 
lessons without one, but was too poor to buy one; 
that he had come to town hoping to get one in some 
way at the bookstore, but the dealer would not let 
him have one on any condition except for the ready 
money. He said he could earn the money, but it 
would take all summer; and then the Sunday school 
would close just as he could get his Bible. | 

“Come along with me, Charley,’ said the young 
man. ‘I'll see if you don’t have a Bible.” 

They went to the bookstore. The proprietor turned 
to look as they stepped in. The young man said: 

““This boy wants a Bible.” 

“ Yes, sir,’ said the old gentleman; “so it seems.” 

‘“You let him have one.” 

“11 do so if you say so, sir.”’ 

“T say so. I’d rather risk his paying for it than 
half the men in this town.” 

The old gentleman handed the Bible to Charley, 
who took it home and dedicated it to his poor, wid- 
owed mother. He opened a vein in his arm, and 
wrote her name and his in his own blood upon the ~ 
fly-leaf. During the summer, by hard work for the 
neighbors, Charley earned the $3 50 which paid for 
the book. Thenceforth Charley missed no more ques- 
In after years, when he grew 
to be a prosperous man, none of his friends guessed. 
why it was that Charley’s contributions to the Bible 
cause were always double those of his richest neigh-. 
bors. But the secret lay safely hid in an old yellow 


' Bible, still in existence, upon whose fly-leaf two 


names may be seen faintly traced in blood.—Swnday 
School Times. 
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SOWING THE SHED. 
He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man.— Mati, xiii, ot, 

Sower Divine, 
Sow the good seed in me, 
Seed for eternity. 
*Tis a rough, barren soil, 
Yet by Thy care and toil 
Make it a fruitful field, 
A hundred-fold to yield. 

Sower Divine, 
Plough up this heart of mine. 


Sower Divine, 
Quit not this wretched field 
Till Thou hast made it yield; 
Sow Thou by day and night, 
In darkness and in light; 
Stay not Thy hand, but sow; 
Then shall the harvest grow. 

Sower Divine, 


Sow deep this heart of mine, ! 


Sower Divine, 
Let not this barren clay 
Lead Thee to turn away ; 
Let not my fruitlessness 
Provoke Thee not to bless ; 
’ Let not this field be dry ; 
Refresh it from on high. 
Sower Divine, 
Water this heart of mine. 
—From Dr. Allon’s “ Children’s Worship.” 


THE BOY AND HIS LITTLE TESTAMENT. 


During the great civil war in the United States I 
was pastor at a town in Arkansas, where the homes 
of the people were well nigh ruined and the entire 
country devastated by the movements of the contend- 
ing armies. It was next to impossible to avoid con- 
flict with the two excited parties, and pursue my call- 
ing of “peace on earth and good will to men.” But 
-we never know what a harvest one little seed may 
bring forth. 

On leaving that place for another field of labor, 
never to return, I gave a poor little boy a ten-cent 
Testament, saying: ‘‘Jimmy, take this and read it; 
go by it, and you will do well.” 

Time passed—more than twenty years. I, still fol- 
lowing my “loved employ,” went to a neat church in 
the hill-country of North Arkansas, and was surprised 
to find everything so prosperous and happy—a work- 
ing church, a large Sunday school, and intélligence 
and thrift on every side. We had a good time— 
preaching, talking to the children, telling and listen- 
ing to Christian experiences, and singing praises to 
God. Calling upon the children and youths to come 
‘forth and consecrate themselves to Christ, I was sur- 
prised by the superintendent’s rising and making this 
statement : 

“These children and young people are all converted 
to our holy religion, We are a happy people. I am 
especially happy to-day. Many years ago, when I was 
a boy, our pastor gave me a little Testament, saying 
as he bade me good-bye: ‘Jimmy, take this; read it 
and go by it, and you will do well.’ It made a deep 
impression on my mind. I read the little book; I 


became a Christian; I gave myself to the work of God 
And here is a great company — 


in the Sunday school. 
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of dear young souls who have been brought to Christ ; 
and here, after more than twenty years of separation, 
I meet the same pastor who gave me my little Testa- 
ment and started me on this heavenly way.’ 
How truly happy I was that day! 
H. M. GRANADE. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


New YoRK, JUNE 20, 1889. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, June 6th, 
1889, Theophilus Brouwer, Esq., President, in the 
\chair, 

Religious services were conducted by Secretary - 
McLean, 

Grants of books were made to the value of about 
$6,696, and appropriations of funds for Bible work in 
foreign lands to the amount of $5,569 54. 

Six societies were recognized as auxiliary, two of 
them in Arkansas, and one each in Dakota, Iowa, 
Kentucky, and Nebraska. : 

The issues from the Bible House during the month 
of May were 99,297 volumes. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliaries, May, 1889. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 


Kingsland B. S., Ark., J. A. Guice, Kingsland. 

Siloam Springs B.S., Ark., V. E. Loba, Siloam Springs. 
Ramsey Co. B.8., North Dak., J. E. Watt, Devil’s Lake. 
Sharon & Lind Grove B.8., lowa, Alice Canthers, Linton. 
Fulton & Vic. B. S., Ky., D. W. Hughes, Fulton. 

Nance Co. B. 8., Neb., Albert Thompson, Fullerton. 


Deceased Directors, 


John W. Hamersley, New York. 
Rey. R. H. Morrison, D.D., Reinhardt, N. C. 
Rey. Joseph 8. Heacock, Gloversville, N. x. 


Deceased Members. 


Rev, Peter C. Oakley, Milton, N.Y. 

Rev. Thos. T. Bradford, Metuchin, N. J. 

Rey. C. W. Ketcham, D.D., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rey. Whiting C. Burchard, Alleghany, Pa. 
Rev. James B, Cleaveland, New Haven, Conn, 
Henry E. Rochester, Rochester, N. Y. 

Rey. George W. Lybrand, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. William L. Gage, D.D., Hartford, Conn. 
Benjamin B. Aycrigg, M.D., Passaic, N. J. 
Rey. Benj. F. Snyder, Bloomingdale, N. Y, 
Mrs. Peter Stryker, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mrs. Samuel B. Campbell, Castleton, N. Y. 
Joseph W. Fuller, Troy, N.Y. - 

William R. Post, Southampton, N. Y. 

John B. Howell, Highland, N. Y. 

Mrs. Anna E. Miller, Jersey City, N. J. 

Mrs. Clarissa Chew, New York. 

Rev. A, W. Tibbitts, Jamestown, Ohio. 

Mrs. Mary Y. pb hl) Santa Barbara, Cal, 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports it 
the month of April, 7889. 
Number of District Superintendents FoRgr ying, 


Auxiliaries, Branches, ete., visited.....,.. 4B 


Anniversaries attended.................- ie sa 552 


June, 1889. 


Summary of Bible Distribution in April, by 93 
Colporteurs and 25 County Agents reporting. 


Briere Society ReEcorp. 93 
8 Value of books distributed gratuitously... $615 37 $211 00 
181 Contributions received................0.000+ 151 04 650 55 
enti oan ; 
8,468 Summary of 75 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 


ties, received in May, 1889. 
Receipts from sales in twelve months.............++- $3,696 82 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 2,499 04 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 4,159 2 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account., _1,282 2! 


- Co.Ag’t8s. Hxpended on their own fields..............ssesece cues 963 is 
Days of servi 5 : 
a ary OOin Bevin a csacecawaepdbeedaes sto o's MG Value OL-DoOOks. donated, .secteces cas terteckiosse: snes 360 38 
= nat ONO § aetacs ays See HSE RI ce 2,42 Value of stock on hand at date..;.....cccccccscesccens 6,497 97 
Pies les Visited ‘by them. 7.6.42.) 84R on... 10,488 No.of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 13 
A Saree found without a copy of Scriptures 1,242 = Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 13 
milies supplied by sale or gift............ 658’ _ Families -visiteds by: them: (2.a8e desis scece nese cose co emar 5,185 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 48) Families! founididestitinte. ....c.> cece, ve+ncoscharbacwele 327 
ae Of DOOKS SOld.......-...eeeeeeeeeeee 1,664  Destitute families supplied................00eeeeseeees 249 
alue of books sold.. vette eeeee seen eee teens 778 50 Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 203 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 860 Sabbath and other schools supplied.............. La it 
REOEIPTS IN MAY. 1 i NEW MEXICO. , Credited Credited 
, 1889 English Mission M. EB. Church........ Sa eee he ea crib ee cs Bah, 
errien Co., LC Mecivarewieneiow pa 
NEW YORE. ‘ 
, EEA CIES, . Cornwail-on-Hudson, Pres. Ch........ 1 %6 sagrotady ere ge wk i = 
Allen, Lucius H.,late of Owego, N.Y. $475.00 —_afidaiefield Centre, Pres. Church...... Pap cesta ned. ans cabs, Sica ie He 18 94 
Allen, Joseph H.,late of New York.. 50000 New York, 55th St. Reformed Ep.Ch. 86 04 =e eee Ge. eee a me 
Oats New York Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 254 27 Baihberg g. C ie Ne 22 05 
$995 00 Stuyvesant, Ref. Dutch Church... Son Ohl — cmpegoievities Plauc, se 25 00 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. NORTH OAROLINA. Biewni O65 TEx 2 ae 153 
ARKANSAS. Fayetteville Presbytery, Churches of 256 Bell Co., Texas........-. see 5 75 
Alma, Pres. Sunday School..........: $1 50 Ta TEXAS. Beebe & Vicinity, Ark... 21 43 
Loyd Circuit, M. E. Ch. South........ 5 00 Austin, First St. M, E. Ch. South..... us Brown Co., Ka. cse..- st 90 00 
Mount Pleasant, M. E. Church........ 2 85 TENNESSEE. Beloit, Wis............. cores 50 09 
Searcy and Pleasant Hill, Churches of 825 Dyersburg, Colored Meth. Ep. Ch. in Bainbridge & Vic., Ohio.... 2 64 
COMNEOTIOUT. ~— 9) GARMROTICB cic sc ccacnceseccsecces . 3 05 et tae ee sn eiee Ot ae ie 
New England Southern Conf., Meth. FOREIGN LANDS. Clarksville, aes 40 80 
Pe OWTUnGliceerwwcowatkewceetcevassdss 31875 Churches of Gaboon and Corisco 400 00 
: Charleston, §S. C... 
euonane Mission, ATVICH.. sccic.c.0. dscsvecosss 9 00 Cheyenne Co., Ks. 1 09 
Louisville Circuit, M. E. Ch. South.. 5 00 $1,397 44 Clay Co., KS....... 20 00 
Vienna Circuit, M. E. Ch. South...... 6 8U GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. . Calloway Co., Ky. “ al 00 
sae Burnham, H. P., La Salle, Ill.......... $100 00 Cocke Co., Tenn....... peeees 62 02 
9 Beaumont, Miss Lizzie, Nebo, Ky.. 50 Covington Female, Ohio.... 7 02 
Butler County Union Sunday School. 15 Colpt. Shamasha Syad, Oroomiah, Columbia Co., N.Y...... Bs 113 29 
Tonia Circuit, M. E. Churches........ 2 00 3 5 Clay Co., Minn.......0..0.606 44 "3 
INDIAN TERRITORY. Collection at Martin. Tenn.. 18 90 Columbus Grove & Vic., 0.. 39 16 
Nuyoka, Church at.............2.0-s68¢ 300 Geiger, J. S., Morganfield, Ky........ 100 Cass Co., Dak.......... 5 15 58 
INDIANA. Galbreath, W. A., Clay, Ky..........+ 50 Carver Co., MIND ey cc0 nic di 67 06 
North Indiana Conf., M. E. Ch....... 18200 Kern, Rev. J. G., Two Rivers, Wis... 1 00 Cottonwood Co., Minn...... 27 00 
Princeton, Congregation at........... 24.50: TG?” NEW JSEPBCY.. vccecceceetecsce 1000 Cole Co., Mo........... ws 50 
KENTUCKY. Luttrell, Charles, Knoxville, Tenn... 500 Chenango Co., N. Yu. 0 Z . 
Danville, St. James Chapel, Af. M. Members of Annual Meeting, West ee mee Ln seseaeees ae 
AGLI ORS SS Se Set Base ener 430 _ Persia........ eceeeveneeeeeen steers % 23°55 Coryell Bible Com, Te Eo 70 
Mount Sterling, Christian Church.... 306 Members of First Reformed Church, 
ye Kingston, N. Y..... 5000 Coleman Co., Texas.. 55 
aera ae IN Nate Guise cunaltecns ec sides 
a Nassau, Rey. R. H., Talaguga, West Callahan Co., Texas. 0 
Wew Orleans, Dryad Street M. E. Ch. sant: 1009 Central, Ay sees Re 97 17 
TL ks Oe eRe Saco anaes 18 BOP star SAGES NED acy es earn oes Camdeny ain karecesantkn care 14 99 
gden, E.S., Nebo, Ky.. 1 00 U 5 
MAINE, Porter, Rey..J.L., Teheran, Persia,, 750 Cincinnati Yo. aaae: tL ae tee 
East Maine Conf., M. E. Ch........-.. 10231 pratt, Rebecca M., Durham, N. Y.... 30 99 Champaign pelts Orseeeeee ras 
Maine Conf., Meth. Ep.Church....... 12869 | Rosebrough, Mrs. Mary E., Valley epee ae Ea Mea ee Re 
Machias, Centre St. Cong. Ch........ > 2000 ae Balla’ has sone nme sioeneau eee 3000 Calhoun ees Sieg apo Sab 
MONTANA, Religious Contribution Society of F Seas pa MINORU : os 
Marysville, Meth. Ep. Church........ . 150 Princeton Theol. Seminary, N. J... 2411 ane ms ve SSUBGEEREEDCT 2. es 
Squires, §., Port Richmond, N. Y..... 5 00 CABO, El. ves ee. 2 
BELO BEE Cuateee . Crawford Co., Ark... i 80 
h 400 Wainwright, Rev. G. W., Blair, Neb.. 25 00 Golnnibas Co, Ark 1140 
ie Episcopal Church.......-. : of Wilson, Rev. W. B., Leighton, Ala... 8 50 } mi r % a 
pe eee 10 69 Wheeler, Rev. J. H., Charleston, S.C. 19 00, Clark Co. Ark... a mee 
Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... y Whipple, Mr. and Mrs. Rev. W. L., Dyer Cog Tents ..:cscedecess 0 
“ Presbyterian Church...... 3 Parse (aera 45 00 Des Moines Co., Iowa....... : 270 
: MISSOURI. Wise, Rey. Daniel, Englewood, XN. Se — 509 Delaware Co., Ind..... as 42% 
Caledonia, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 250 young, Robert A., Cameron, Mo..... 550 ~ Delaware Co.,N.Y. oe 400 
Jefferson City, German Evang. Cen- Young People’s Society of Christian Dodge Co., Neb... vo - 26/10 
tral Congregation..........00s.20++5 4 9 Endeavor, of Pres. Ch., Dallas, Tex. 8 80 id ty Eee Se - 3 3 a & 
Se Swedish Bane; Lat Ch. 106 75 AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. $419 11 De Kalb Cow Il......ssccsses 500 | 
ae St. John’s Sunday School. 91 95 GeaikaaeNGreatod Dardanelle & Vicinity, Ark. en8/85 
; MINNESOTA. F as Donation. on Sag ese oe DSc oe . 7 i 
‘ weesvesesl reka Sprin: : oa Bai 2 
Minneapolis, Welsh Pres. Ch.......... 18 47 ete Ind. Ohio ee Meine os Pies ate EY atic 
Shakopee, Pres. Church.,...........-+ 4 87 ’ rete site 3750 Fairfield Co., 8.C..... abe 3 4 
ee ‘Albany Co., N. Y...... : 21.00 Fayette Co., Ind... Pe ae tea ty t) 
‘Biair, Congregational Chureh........ | 500  ‘aima Bible Com., Ark.....: 680 Franklin Co., N. Yowee.es--- 2800 
Salem, Pres. Church.....+e veer 280 Alahamay.. ceseseeenseeree on fh 6818 Fulton & HamifltonCo.N.Y. 22 50 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. - Atlanta, Ga... 50 24 15 Fayette Co. (Washington) ; ‘ 2 : es 
‘Hinsdale, Cong. Church...........0... 7 00 res aE Aas 13 50 Ole eatetes atencnsenete eee 


a 
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Credited Credited Credited Oredited Credited Credited 
te Donation, on Account, as Donation, on Account. as Donation. on Account. 
Faulkner Co., ArK.....-.0065 $27 90 Rittok Cor ae eaoeees $9 64 Massachusetts......... $29 00 
Guilford CO. N. Cus vances 2 15 La Grange Co., Ind.........- 70 CO Marion Co., lowa.. $25 00 58 08 
MGM VENTCO,, KRY cccurecstc even 52 95 Laurens:Co., §.'0.........006 $30 00 Madison Co., N.Y... 18 00 
Georgetown Co.,.S. C......65 20 00 BOWS COn Ne Lassa vaccscevion 10 00 Menard Co., Texas.. 10 00 
GTN GAL. ccecss er ccesevnes 41 64 LCOR COs Wl ii senddee cs ss ses 25 48 Madison Co., Neb ... 25 70 
Goodhue Co., Minn.........+ 24 85 Lancaster, TCXa@8.........00+ 18 90 Mayesville, S. C.. 5 66 
Gassden, Als, .csensnexnaats 11 05 Limestone Co., Texas....... 57 70 Maln@ sucvettwseaues 1,000 00 
Galveston, Texas 9 90 Lucas Co., Ohio...........+++ eal 3 New Jersey Female; AOhio. 8 81 
RV OHGN Es Nis 2X. 5 ai\sinis oles sstere eta 69 00 Licking 'Co., Ohi16.........0.0 15 00 Nemaha Co., K8.........+000+ 15 5 
Rardin Cogumye ina ee es 22 90 Ha Salle COs Tl techs aans. 1 Doe Mevads arctera nde years 10 00 
Hickory, N. eg Ree Bon 60 86 Loudon Co., Tenn.......,... 8 55 Norcross Co., Ga......eseeee 12 50 
HGIFOG,, Gasedks .scteseetecees 14 25 Monoucaliy COLWs. Va... 22 50 42 65 Nance Co., Neb...... 23 38 
Herkimer ©o., N.Y. ....0..66 21 00 Mannington & Vie., W. Va. 13:4 Navarro Co., Texas.. 59 39 
Hancock Co., Miss........... 15 00 26 72 Marion Co., W. Va.........+ 18 66 40 49 Nevada Co., Ark....... Les 89 15 
Hartsells, Ala........ 6 00 Montrose Co., Col..........- 21 96 Newburgh & Vic., W. Va... 4% 9 25 
Hunterdon Co., N. 38 90 Marshall Co., Ala..........+5 50 00 7 90 New Market, Tenn..... .... 21 91 
Hawaiian Evang. Associa- Memphis & ShelbyCo.,Tenn. 9253 Outagamie Co., Wis... 5 71 
tion, Hawaiian Islands.... 780 92 MeMinn Co, Tenn:.......... 380 00 Ogle-Cog Mt escent: 100 00 
Idaho Territory.............- 49 15 MecVean Bible Committee Oregon....-....+- 180 91 
Indiana Bible Association of Plainwell, Mich......... 8 14 Otgeca CO.ENs Vener citensasen 68 40 
of Friends, Ind............ 87 24 Marquette Co,, Mich........ 50 00 17 58 Oneida Co., N.Y....... aeaee 41 00 
Tonia Co., Mich.... 46 00 Milwaukee Co., Wis...... nes 8 80 Portage Co., Wis... 45 00 
Jefferson Co., lowa. 96 26 Marathon Co., Wis....... .. 52 9 Pawnee Co., Neb.. 50 17 
Jackson Co., Ks. 51 50 Madison G0... BG. 0.0.5.5 v0 16 90 Platte Co., Neb.. 19 02 
Jefferson Co., N. ¥ 51 00 McCracken Co., Ky......... 24 3 Pensacola, Fla.. 65 00 883 75 
Jackson Co., Ark,... 8 55 MOLIS COMIN tet crce te0s cass 100 00 Pennsylvania.. 2 re 1,938 15 
Jackson Co., lowa.........+ 25 00 29 80 Muscatine Co., Iowa.. a: 155 36 Palo Alto Co., Towa Aa eed ads 50 00 
Kent Co., Mich..... 24 00 Meriwether Co., Ga. ....-... 107 40 PORE 00s, Blecerc dscniere.s tinetctan 13 40 
Knoxville, Tenn... os .81 82 Marshall Co., Miss....... 12 05 Pope Co. yf 23 10 
Keokuk City, lowa.......... 91 80 Montgomery Co., N. Y 20 00 Rensselaer Co., N Sacre 71 48 
PROT OOZ, ING soe sews sisaes 44 59 Mecklenburg Co., N.C...... 200 60 ReddingsGtxi is. s72tieere-ces rola | 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Returns 
é 4 From Sales . Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts S from from 
Legacies, | Collee- | from Aux-| from Indi- Ponds) . pps Perpetual sk by Missionary Becta | Total Total 
tions. |, iliaries. | viduals. | pooorca. | tours, | Trust vont, | 22d other Transfers.| Cash. 
e z Laks Funds, ed) Societies, 
Se ; : $ $ 
Cash....... 975.00 1,397 44 870 56 419 11 442 89 27 48 877. %2.| 1,050 59 | ...... 1 95 5,562 74 
PHOMELOTS:|| Vootics Ml ote ts TSIBO OO asistnerete PISATE Caos ol create tae el caste oT tavaee 1,150 00 
From Auxiliaries........... BaocK, Rebrotie ss Fae cel aes re VRS POR See ORES ETRE Miadine Besta Rieke ascent 336-85 | 13,189 87 
Fe THO TAGS s.51.5: RUE aa Me vaca ccs sielsis aleheievere SSR LAMAIBI a's ws Ak ails nc eed EMMA Arnie wie Wis ois, wiethicle nalclaias 5 SRE 22 13 1,952 16 
Hee RUOTUS hep tcsiaiias wlbia, das aici ah IRIS D oro cay tages ctatelatale s)vatcleietare sis Set@h sn 0 ois aph ORES steam realy sae tee ateinesis ae 4,866 16 
* Interest on Available Funds...........2.....s0005 Sugita. Bist crasi RNG Or ce Ae T eI SECS oe 36 07 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Depository Sales of Waste | eure - 
Salos, Retail Sales, Material Job Work, Miscellaneous, 
Cash G4. ..ce tel wea 
1,604 44 190 25 shefe ieee ajeSriniace Sorlaonan 1,794 69 
Transfers........ 26,105 Wr 582 57 oie 4 52h 35 esate 336 | 26,96575| | 
* Dotal-Transters. .. ss sscoecse craves tievecsosssecseessaneostysacnueddabesssenvessaven eset SOMME | 
“ i ] Sa een 
Cash Receipts.. See eee seks Shit gaat Coa eae ck ee eee ean 27,351 69 
ir Cash Balance from pal sci! asSrtawnay nnn wenge alksmilaidoer en vaso aera 16,401 31 
in 3. B.—The amounts in IraLic type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary. payme by transfer 
as between the | 
; Departments, to show the net result of se si $43,53 et) 


: i I PT, 


pT 
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os Donation, du Lesrent os Donations oh heevants 2 OOM: BSEARY POORB DORIA ED: 
Russellville & Vicinity, Ark. $21 00 Seott Co), Towa.............. $40 00 Am. Tract Society, New York........ $22 75 
Rooks Co., K8.........cc.ee8 18 95 Southern California, Cal.... 195 80 Gaboon & Corisco Mission, Africa... 73 7 
Rock Island Co., Ill......... 67 57 Tompkins Co., N. ¥.......... 4419 Hawaiian Evangelical Association, 
Ruggles, OlIO. ctaensn' deans 10 00 Twinsburgh, Ohio........... 24 00 H.L.; from: MicTONes1a... eevee 827 85 
St. Louis, Mo. 200 00 Tippecanoe Co, Ind......... 21 89 Presbyterian Board of Pub., Phila., 
Siloam, ATK...........ceeeees So @ TAGE COs, GA nciness<snisee 20 18 Pave 18 14 
Sumner pr Sel 2 ee 63 0S RVIOT OO GA atiencic ccs ve ove 15 00 Tucker, R. M., Orange City, Fla...... 5 40 
SL RS | 2 19 80 UM Og aE cama nn tse 17 00 
Sangamon Ce Th. 10 15 Table Rock & Vicinity, Neb. 10 14 $442 89 
BUSET Cow NoF.. cccsricccces 400 00 TiscaloosayAlaiiits......... 88 01 
Suwanee Co., Fla............ 1210 Tennessee River, Alm....... 5 90 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
Sheffield, Mass............... 87 47 TiptomCo,y!Tenani.\..:...... %6 41 AGENCIES. 
Santa Rosa Co., Fla 7 90 Tavewell:Coy Ts, ...l ss. 10 00 Persia Ageney, |v ii. Woreeonn coe $280 59 
Summit & Oconomowoc, Vigo Coz Indasecdes.... css 95 31 Mexico Agency........ 722 05 
OU aac Seta. eas CLS Ee 80 00 1 67 VeRO RG) exxiewaww ede. tee's 247 26 Cuba APeNCY iis eet ond 47 95 
San Angelo, Texas........... 10 00 VITCINIAL ccciamincanee anteree 500 00 — — 
Summit Co., Ohio............ 89 00 Waupaca Co., Wis........... 46 37 $1,050 59 
Scotland Co., Ark........... $7 60 Wayne Co., Ohio... 22... 50 17 , 7 
Scott Co., Minn.............. 702 West Liberty, Ohio.......... 23 04 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Salem & Van Wert Co., White Gos Indl. F... ou.. = 00 22 05 Sales by Colporteufs. ........-...c00. $27 48 
Welsh) O81ova S .. is 2 - 180 00 14 09 Washington Co., Ga we 2233 Retail Sales 1,604 44 
St. Clair Co., Mo..........006 1050 . Watervliet, N. Y............ 900 Trade Sales 1,952 16 
Sussex Co., Del.............. 230 00 Washington Co., N. Y 41 00 RON CSS va ssicscumsstetonins tomate cra 4,866 16 
South Steuben Co., N. Y.... 29 34 Warren Co., N.Y....... Baa 5 56 Income from Trust Funds... BT7 72 
Saratoga Co., N. Y.....60... 68 00 Washington Co., Neb 56 81 Income from Available Funds.. 86 07 
Schenectady Co., N. Y...... 62 Wisner & Vicinity, Neb..... 5 00 19 98 Sales of Waste Materials.. . 190 25 
Schoharie Co., N. Y.......... 950 Williamsburgh Welsh, lowa 2 22 10 58 BURUPE Ws aactoncee saawete cecal es voce se 195 
St. Lawrence RG, Nee coe cc 58 00 Whitesides Co., Ill.........4 80 00 SS 
Syracuse & Vic., Neb........ 450  Waldensian, Mo... 5 4 68 $9,056 23 
Saunders Co., Neb........... 48 86 Washington Co., Ark........ 14 80 Seas 
Roeperion &. Vie, Neb........ 18 45 $870 56 13,189 8% Total Reccipts.............seeseceeeee. $27,051 69 
FOR MAY, 1889, 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIBLES. 
feeoed aitinee Foreign Nelcgd B.S. | Miscel- Total Total 
and Ex- | and Ex- | A®eBCies. |oinergo.| Record. | laneous. = plete Galt i Pores Donated. |Transfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses, cieties. A a q 
ui $ b 
Cash........| 2,931 83) 291 34; 38,014 67) .... 150 59) -218 92)... Otc age ee Crs J atopboos 6,662 35 
Transfers... Peas aaa Bietore epiais B00 0D\ ree 4,008 39 824 30 787 50 | 3,291 16 9,219 L0 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &.......... Rises NOREEN cette ad relele nie wietale’alele Kai Soleo eereniaeter niet seccvces| 14,060 92 
The Trade— ve we - S escmetees shies wee PER Soin at hnateVeRO NS tee woes ieinreia ciel eniatcmree tetera soafeieitis 2451 79 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income.................. INS ciate aie eels Gar aSie Mee Tea the he tatalerts 105 42 . 
Bible House Expenses...............55- i ce Noe ee abe See clale aedia a mioate WEE Airhead sialsinpessieiciey) Sewers Seon a seson 1,390 05 
General Salaries and Expenses............ SP PS One seas See W rtaieisinaeert Wee cette eer ene SCENTS, ieiaart Eb hebb), 2,473 12 
Titerest-bw Lite Investment. 04. Ass Rb a eens ne EE ERASE ds aees Pet teersatesetasees 850 60 
Building Alterations........ ala p otra Oivenreictelsiatirlors eeroilarlomieieeeys See sample piles BE eo 3 30, da debe Soe rhe ee ve ivamesere 8 25 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
DEPOSITORY. 
Manuf’g | Building | chin’ry et he Boxes reat Discount 
Wages. | Material. | Repairs & | Repairs & & Tools, | penses in Cartace, desea bes Ba on Sales, 
Expenses. | Expenses. Theeocits Fs » | Books re- | imported, Ee. 
POSILOLY, ene turned. |Duties, ete. 
Cash.......| 11,395 03 | 8,586 03 129 68 612 51 20 75 490 26 174 59 tees ores BANG 21,408 85— 
_ Transfers. oe saad [an dese vee | eee | sees vee 3h 93 seve | 1,790. 97.|. 1,825 90 | 
Total PS aE EOES. Ave eta e ok eee oils cea Ee Main fe ete clon e sine ninisinisielalepteiniognaciees ts eighty | a7 3] 
‘ “Cash Disbursoments...-+2ssersesseseessscenersserssessesscenscesentsnesasetteesees cesar: 32,232 62 
Bt ___ Cash Balance forward to June... .seeseccsseer renter eeeseseeeceeseeeeesenteeseetsesses] 11620 88 
. B,—The sacar teat tsd Trane type are not actual cash tcabsselfouss but necessary rg rae by transfer as between the different. ae cee 
* a to show yw the n net result OL GACH : $43,753 G0 
/ P 
f . 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.........----++ President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER McoLEAN, D.D........ 1 PY 
REV. ALBERT 8S. HUNT, D.D...........-.- 

WILLIAM FOULKE.. ...cc. ccc ccevececccceocscvces Treasurer. 
CAT BB TS RO Wikio ae retires ccc eicjcteusieiatere oes) 61 onthe eee General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.”’ 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. ; 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z. A, PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PAS ICAISES jn asco Hite sche OSE r enceee : Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
5 Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal, 
GOOTRIA: bie as aloes oi1de asin seinen Rey. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Ga. 
PEIN OIS iwi Pec ona Saleen Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
: Princeton, Ill. 
AMGIATIU Mv, cies castes co ues. Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
Wabash, Ind, 
WOWaleswstoeairaa daa eWeccect caveseen Rev. JOHN HOOD, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Kansas........ WBMin.-'e'oiss'scctcipacgs Rev. S. D. STORRS, 
¥ Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Gro. 8S. SAVAGE, M.D. 


Covington, Ky, 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rey. J. W. MoLAuRIN, 
~New Orleans, La, 


Michigan & Wisconsin....... ...Rey, ANDREW J. MEAD, 
4 Appleton, Wis, 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. Josaua T, EvAns, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 
IMISBOUTL pach aseitiienors ctpe coe Rey. J. W. Lewis, D.D., 
St. Louis, Mo, 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- oho Gxro. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
Ting Ts eee, aelavale oienetes IES: = . Blair, Neb. 
INGWs ViOUKsie oripsocsks diceseec tae Rey. DAvip Boyp, 
Oneonta, N. Y. 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THomas H. Law, 


_ Spartanburg, 8. C. 
ssees..-Rev. E. 8. GILLETTE, , 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon, Washington Terr’y, | Rey. P. 0. HETZLER 
Idaho, and Montana tick : 


WOXAK sinuscawivamanechics sa Slee ...Rev. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 


; Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia....................Rev. THOMAS CorTron, 


f Parkersburg, W. Va, 


ODIO 5:0 sh depts he vce et 


BisLE SociETY RECORD. 


Salem, Oregon, 


Volume 34. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until-it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object.is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place tts sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district weth the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to.other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to Go this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. ; 3 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. ~ 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not.come 
within the range of charitable odjecis. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its ks are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society ‘Record to subscribers, for 
1889, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance, Any life director or life member of this Society rs 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request Sor it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society, es 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit-. 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
as sates but the money should in all cases accompany — 

e order. er, 


Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to — 


_Teceive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


is 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASs (tart) MATTER, ? Sad a 


. Ne a 


